
Who were the 
ancient greeks?

Learning Objective:
To learn about ancient greek warfare. 
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The ancient greeks had both armies and navies. 

Why did 
they need a 

navy?

Why did 
they need 
aN Army?
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Each city state had its own army although some were 
much more powerful than others. Wars between city 
states often happened and the polis had to be prepared 

if they wanted to retain control of their state. 

As the population 
became bigger, 

farmland became 
scarcer and some 
ancient greeks led 

their forces to other 
lands to settle where 

there was good 
fertile land. 
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What can 
you tell 
about 

ancient 
greek 

warfare 
from these 
artefacts?
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ancient greek infantry 
soldiers were known as 

hoplites. Hoplites were the 
first soldiers to fight in an 

organised and strategic 
manner.

They stood side by side with 
their shields held tightly 
across each other so that 

they were stronger against 
the enemy. This formation 

was called a phalanx.  

hoplites
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hoplite Armourspear
Spears were the main 

hoplite weapon bronze helmet
these gave the soldiers lots 

of protection although 
they were very heavy

cuirass
this is made of two 

bronze plates which 
were joined at the 

sides

linen tunic
This tunic is light 

and easy to move in. 

sword
swords were used when a 

spear was broken or 
when the enemy was at 

close range. 

shield
bronze shields were crucial 
for protection in battle and 
were a symbol of a soldier’s 

courage and bravery. 
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Weapons

catapult
Catapults could send 

stones, rocks and 
other objects flying 

over walls or across 
long distances. 

crossbow
this was like a normal bow 
and arrow but had much 

more power and speed. 

battering ram
This was used to 
smash through 
walls or doors. 
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Triremes

by the 5th century BC, the 
greeks had developed a 
ship called a trireme. 

Triremes had three rows 
of oars and a single 
large sail. They were 

about 40 metres long and 
could have a crew of up 

to 200. Triremes kept close 
to the shore and put their 

sails down as they 
approached a battle so as 
not to be seen by the enemy. 
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How do we know what ancient 
greek warfare was like?

we have found out about ancient greek 
warfare from the artefacts they have left 

behind. 

We also know about certain wars 
thanks to the writing of homer, 

Herodotus, Thucydides and arrian, 
who wrote in detail about battles 
such as those of the Trojan war. 
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What have you 
learnt about the 
Ancient Greeks? 
Can you answer 

the questions 
you asked in 
lesson one?
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