
 

History Curriculum Overview Map 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

 
 
Reception 

Me & My Community Traditions Fantastic Planet Nature Detectives Animal Safari Let’s Explore 

Past and present 

The lives of the people around 
them and their roles in society. 
Similarities and differences 
between things in the past and 
now, e.g. when they were 
babies 

 

Past and present 

Understand the past through 
settings, characters and events 
in books. 
Clothes from the past can look 
different. 
Kings, Queens, Princes & 
Princesses are part of the Royal 
family 

Significant event in the past 
Neil Armstrong  and the first 
moon landing 

Know some similarities and 
differences between things in 
the past  

  Transport past and present 
Transport now and in the past. 

Identify similarities and 
differences between things in 
the past and now 
 
 

 Autumn Spring Summer 

 
 
 
Year 1 

Childhood Our Wonderful World School Days 

Childhood past and present - 1950’s to today 
Everyday life include houses, jobs, objects, transport and 
entertainment in the past,  
Artifacts from the past 
Family trees 
The queen’s coronation  
Timelines 

Changes within living memory 
Local history  
Historically significant person   

Significant historical event beyond living memory – Grace Darling 
Coastal areas now & in the past (coastlines) 
 
 
 
 

 
Significant events beyond living memory  
Historically significant person  
 

School now compared to the Victorian era 
How do we find out about the past? 
Our local area now and in the past? 
Compare schooling in the Victorian era to their experiences today. 
History of our school and area – Kimberley in the past (the brewery) 

 
 
Changes beyond living memory  
Local history  
Historically significant person  

 Autumn Spring Summer 

 
 
 
 
Year 2 

Bright Lights, Big City 
Magnificent Monarchs 1 

Let’s explore the World 
 

Movers & Shakers 
Magnificent Monarchs 2  

Significant events beyond living memory - The gunpowder plot, 
Great Plague, Fire of London 
Monuments and memorials that commemorate significant events. 
Monarchs of the UK 
Significant monarchs of the UK – Queen Elizabeth 1, Queen Victoria, 
& Queen Elizabeth 11, King Charles 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Events beyond living memory  
Historically significant people  
British History 
 
 
 

The changing Polar landscape 
Significant historical figures:  

• Earnest Shackleton   

• Ann Bancroft (first woman to reach the North Pole on foot) 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Historically significant person  
 

Historically significant people who have had a major impact on the 
world & their legacies.  
Significant people – Captain James Cook, Christopher Columbus, 
Claude Monet, Elizabeth Fry, Emmeline Pankhurst, Florence 
Nightingale, Henry VIII, Isaac Newton, Joseph Lister, Mahatma Gandhi, 
Marie Curie, Martin Luther King Jr, Mary Anning, Neil Armstrong, Paul 
Cezanne, Queen Victoria, Roald Amundsen, Rosa Parks, Vasco da 
Gama, Vincent van Gogh, William Shakespeare 
Locally significant people – DH Lawrence 
Timelines, stories and historical sources to find out about the people 
featured  
Historical models – Darwin’s model 
Significant monarchs of the UK – Alfred the Great, William the 
Conquer, Henry V111 

Significant events beyond living memory 
Historically significant people  
British History 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 Autumn Spring Summer 

 
 
 
Year 3 

Through the Ages Rocks, Relics & Rumbles Emperors & Empires 

British prehistory from the Stone Age to the Iron Age,  
Changes to people and lifestyle caused by ingenuity, invention and 
technological advancement. 
Everyday life & Settlements.  
Tools and weapons, Religion and beliefs, Wealth and power. 

British History 
 

Significant person – Mary Anning.  
The eruption of Mount Vesuvius -  The cause and effect of a 
significant historical event -  
Historical sources and evidence 

Historically significant person  
Events beyond living memory  
Sources of historical evidence 

Ancient Rome and the Roman Empire,  
The history and structure, Including a detailed exploration of the 
Romanisation of Britain. 
The lasting impact on Britain today of the Roman Empire. 
Evidence of the past in the present & Roman legacies 

British History 
 

 Autumn Spring Summer 

 
 
 
Year 4 
 

Ancient Civilisations 
 

Misty Mountain, Winding River, Ancient Rainforests Achievers & Inventors 
 

Ancient Sumer, Ancient Egypt, Indus Valley  
The rise, life, achievements and eventual end of the earliest 
civilizations 
New inventions and technology.  
Everyday life & social hierarchy.  
Significant leaders.  
End of ancient civilisation 

World History 
 

Changes over time in different environments. 
Look at continuity and change by analysing photographs through 
history of changing environments 
Cause and consequence of these changes over time  
Use evidence to look at similarity, difference, and use them to make 
connections & Frame historically valid questions  

 
Changes within living memory 
Sources of historical evidence 

Significant figures throughout British history - Britain's greatest 
inventors 
World wide web to the mackintosh.  
William Wilberforce, Elizabeth Fry and Winston Churchill,  
The role of scientists through history 
Historical sources 
Changes over time in Britain 

British History 
Historically significant people  

 Autumn Spring Summer 

 
 
 
 
Year 5 
 

Invasion Waste not, Want not! Ground-breaking Greeks 

Anglo-Saxon and Viking invasions up to the Norman conquest  
Life in Britain after the Roman withdrawal.  
Local history study 
Chronology of invasion 
Anglo-Saxon invasion; Anglo-Saxon kingdoms, beliefs and customs; 
Religion; Everyday life in Anglo-Saxon Britain.  
Viking invasion; Everyday life in Viking Britain; Significant people – King 
Athelstan; Norman invasion.  
Legacies 

British History 
 

The Dig for Victory campaign 
Gain a historically grounded understanding significant events in 
Britain’s history within living memory 
 
 
 
 
 
 

British History 
Significant events within living memory 

Legacy of Ancient Greece 
A study of Greek life and achievements and their influence on the 
western world. 
Developments and changes over six periods of ancient Greek history, 
focusing on the city state of Athens in the Classical age, and exploring 
the lasting legacy of ancient Greece. 
City states &  Democracy, Role of men and women & Social hierarchy, 
Great Athenians, The Acropolis; Greek art, culture, architecture, 
philosophy & Olympic Games, Medicine and mathematics 
End of the Greek Empire  

World History 

 Autumn Spring Summer 

 
 
 
Year 6 

Britain at War This is our World!  We are all equal 
 

Causes, events and consequences of the First and Second World 
Wars.  
The influence of new inventions on warfare 
How life in Great Britain was affected and the legacy of the wars in the 
post-war period. 
Warring nations & Weaponry 
Key events and battles 
Impact on citizens and everyday life 
Significant leaders 
End of war 
Local history study 
Remembrance & Post-war Britain 

British History 
World History 
Significant events within living memory 
Significant events beyond living memory 

Significant aspects of the history of the wider world 
Significant people – Robert Falcon Scott; Ernest Shackleton; Significant 
events – Titanic  
Antarctic exploration 
The connections between local, regional, national and international 
history 
The titanic disaster & how significant events caused great change over 
time 
 

 
 
 
 
World History 
Significant events beyond living memory 
Historically significant people 

Ancient African kingdoms. Development of the transatlantic slave 
trade. Significant black people through history 
Africa past and present  
Development of the slave trade  
Britain’s role in the transatlantic slave trade,  
Causes and consequences of the European colonisation of Africa and 
the worldwide communities that make up the African diaspora. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
British History 
World History 
Significant events beyond living memory 

 


